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ls It should be understcod that all preparations for war are to be conducted under
conditions of complste secresy as far as the people are concerned. Nevertheless,-
if preparations for war were actually underway, they are bound to be evident to
the populace, How will such preparations be in evidence?
(a) 1In the first place, there will be changeover on the part of some of
3
the industries from peace-time to war-time production.
(b) Some of the building construction projects will
, : pended,
= v
EE‘ g (c) There will be a curtailment of certain types of civilian goods,
or] )
g,c:?:g : (d) There will be rationing or a reduction in rations, primarily of fuels,
Y e E 5 and in the limitation of use of automotive vehicles.
= '
N r = § (e) There will be 8 concentration or delivery of certain types of supplies
x Q\E o for the army to designated areas,
55 (f) Construction will be carried out on certain roads.
@ :

va.
N 2

(g) Hangars and airstrips will be constructed,

(n) Certain commnications lines will be built upe

saying that the morale has fo be given a boost just prior to a war,

people will be extended certain indulgences, that is, rest homes will be made
avallable to the people, as will certain sanitaria,
will be made available, etc. :

\)Q

It goes without

In fact,

In addition, freée travel

;
Prices of certain comsumer items will be increased; this increase will be rather
slight, to be sure, in order not to disrupt civilian morale.
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The political preparation of the people will consist in the issuance of booklets
with propaganda information regarding those countries against whom the war is to
be waged. Everybhing pessible of a discreditable nature will be contained in
these booklets in order to rouse the antipathy of the peoples against the enemy,
Humerous lectures, spesches, and conferences will be given; these will be con-
ducted long prior to the cutbresk of the war, These various measures will not be

~-..readily discernable, but if one carefully analyzes conditions they can be
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detecteds During this period the press will be unusually active, Its attitude
to the countries concerned and the course of international relations will be
radically changed, A1l the feregoing measures will be apparent to all people of
the Soviet Unien,

The situation with regard to the army will be slightly different. The reason

for that is the fact that the army maintains itself in a condition of constant

combat readiness. It goes without saying that the matter of making preparations

for war and resolving all problems pertaining to war is the function solely of the
government, Hence, it is essential that we have a practical picture of the Soviet .
Army as a whole, .

A1l armed forces units have a plan of operations which is put into effect in the
event of war, Such a document is held in the utmost secrecy and is put into
action after war has been declared., It is impossible for anyone to know whéther
the army is msking actual preparations for war, I have in mind, of course,
secret preparations for war, The only thing that will be evident will be the
fact that the army is being consentrated in areas in which it had not previously
been stationed, In 1941, for example, railroad troop transports moved westward day
and night -- everyone noticed that -- even though war had not been declared on
Germany. It was clear to everyons thai the armed forces were moving westward to
carry out some sort of military maneuvers, However, no one had any idea of the
existing plans or of the schedule which the army was going to follow, Everyone
knew who the enemy was at that time, If the Soviet forces were to move westward
again, the identity of the enemy forces would be clear to everyone, Hence, your
ordinary citizen, or some traveler through a given area would hardly notice any
open preparations for war, e say nothing of some given details with respect to
this matter,

In order to know anything absut the comparstive size of the personnel force of
various military groups and any increase in the amount of their equipment, it

is first necessary to know sometling of the conditions under which the given
wilitary force exists at a given time, that is s Whether it is under peacetime or
wartime strength. Even though there will be an augnentation from peacetime to
wartime strength, such a change will hardly be noticeable., There is no such
thing as the gradual arrival of persomnel to armed forces units since the men
arrive only when replacemsnis are called up, AS far as the arrival of personnel
at other than such a period, that situation occurs only when the unit is
reorganized or when it is being distributed,

411 armed forces persomnel, and the army as a whole, are always prepared to
execute combat missions, The practical activities of all troops consist in
combat and political training. In connection with these, there are the so-called
alerts -- phases of training in which the men are trained, Each unit commsnder
has and should exercise his authority to carry out both training and actual
combat alerts. Such alerts are all carried out by the appropriate staffs and
their results are issuwed in the form of an official directive following their
execution, A1l staffs of the various units have a plan of operation foi thair
particular units with regard to the proclamation of a state of alert. All this
has to do with the peacetime training of the forces in the Soviet Army. Hence,
it is a mandatory training measure, Thus it is difficult to know the purpose
of a given activity of an armed group —— it is difficult o know whether they
are making preparations for war. The reason for this, as I have said, is that
alerts are a daily training feature of the troops.

The question of mobilizing the ammy is the direect function of the goverment,
that is, it determines the size of the country's army., A1l citizens of the USSR
are subject to the draft in accordance with federal laws, Mobilization of
draftees is carried out annually ~- the first post-war peacetime draft ook place
in 1949, This mobilization occurred during the months of April and May of:that -
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year, Thus; if the govermment calls up only that age group which is subject to com-
pulsory military training it is siuply exercising an ordinary measure, If, however,
the govermment calls up a greater or broader age bracket for military training, it
means that the army as a whole is being built up, Although age brackets are set

up governing the drafting of personnel into the wrued foreee, there are certain
individuals who are excepted from this Law, They consist of persons who have been
etther temperarily or permanently exemphed from the draft,

9e¢ TWho are the people who enjoy the right of exemption? They consist of war industries
workers, students; party membters, and others, How can we detect whether mobilization
is being carried out during peacetime? Actually not at all, Each person who is
eligible for the draft knows that he will be called up seme %ime in advance,
Peacetime induction into the zwmed forces = prioer to the war with Germany — was
always held in the spring and fall, Since 1945 s the first dvaft call was approximately
in the months of May or April, in 1949, I don't know what the policy of the Soviet
Govermment has been with regard to the draft since 1950.
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10, The calling up of men in age brackets of wider distritution than that specified by ,
law is likewise the sole authority of the government, However, the pecple talk ~
gbout the possibilities that this or that age brasksh will be called up leong befors
it actually happens. In my opinion, there is more discussion of war and the o
probability of war among the peopls of the USSR than anywhere else, Such discusgion
began literally on the day the lash war ended, The gist of their discussions beiled
down to the fact that Americs was making preparations for war against ithe USSR,

This belief became more widespread as time went on - it was particularly sirong during
1948-U9s In the sariy part of 1949 there was an open arnouncement in the armed forces
to the effect that "We are making preparations for a war sgainst Americé, France,

and England®— that "this war is ineviteble and will be the last wgr foughto™

1l. Knowing this problem quite well ae it exisbed in +he USSE, I should like to point oub
certain of its peculisrities, Prior ko 1948 s sume of the Igading figures in Scviet
life confidently expected that the Tnited Stahes would lzunek an gbtack agains’ the
Soviet Union., However, since 1948, the sitwation has changed considerzbly. Yhese
same persons are now shoubting, as they never stouted nefors s that the Americins are

too late with their war now, How is ihis shange of sthtitade o be expiained?

12, Although I wouldn't want to state that wy feeling in the matter is the yrevalent
official belief, I do believe, however, that the changs was cecassionsd by the fact
that the goverrment has made cerbain adequate preparations for wars” Furthermore s
the situation in China ke had some infiuence om btide attitude, Most of all, however,
the result of successfully coping with the probles of stomip anergy has had 2 decided
effect on this change of atiitude, The proportion of foprés of the USSR and the United
States had become the sams, so to speike. I don't kungwshst bhis concurrence of
relative strengths may be, but I only say that the Pelief was current and the situation
was analyzed with this 35 a basis., Anobher m'/eésung fact in all this talk of war
is that the pecple did mot desire war at ihal-particular time — in fact they feared
war as they never feared it before, This % quite understandable in view of the many
reminders of the past war,

13s In order to convince the recple 92 the inevitability of the forthcoming war, the
govermment tried to sell the pukfic the idea that "It is not the Soviet Union which
is seeking war — that we hae nothing to do with ite* They did this to show the
populace that war was iy Ecapable, that the people must take part in the war, and
the war was bound €. Can the people of Russia really know who is making
preparations for wafat the present time? We can safely reply that they know nothing

fing is an interesting sidelight concerning the morals of the pecple of the
ereas they formerly did not want war and greatly feaved another war, this
g has undergone considerable change of late s — such fears have been greatly
ished now, This is explsined by the fact that the goverrment has made an
official amnounecement to the effect that it has guccessiully resolved the problem of
atomic energy. In the past many of the thinkirg men of the USSR racked their brain
to develop some conception of the relation of forces bebween the Soviets and the
United States, They weighed all factors which would affect the oubcome of a future
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war betbween iﬁhe, two nations and came to the conclusion each time that the ma:.n fears
which they entertained of the United States was the fact that the latter nation
possessed the atomic bomb, WNow, the USSR too, has the bomb,

'

If the army were actually to be expanded or mobilized it would be done somewhat as
follows, In the Soviet Army there is a rule which reads that in case of war, all small
and large units would be expanded to three times their peacetime or pre-war strength,
For example, the company would be expanded into a battalion; the battalion into a
regiment; the regiment intc a division; the division into a corps; the corps into an
army. As far as these slements which are lecated outside of the national boundaries of
the USSR are concerned, the forces of ogoupation in Germany could be expanded inte an
army group. The Cemfral Army Group slements in Austria could be developed into an
army, I meke my statement on the basis of the size forces which are contained in both
fustria and Germany. This triple expansion of the size of units is in accordance with
peacetime regulations in the Soviet Army, Whether there will be any need for this,

and whether the Soviet Union will be able to triple expansion under war conditions can
only be determined by the size of the availuble reserve force and the combat situation.

Thus, if we consider the present situstion in which there are almost 3 million men
under arms, the question arises whether the USSR can expand its armed forces to

9 million men, Yes indeed, it can raise the nusmber bo 9 million immediately, and
eventually can inerease the total to between 18 and 20 million. I say to the latter
figure on the basis of the population counb, Whether this can be practicable, is
again, ancther question. On the basis of the last war I can state that the Soviet
armed forces were equal to almost I8 million men,

Long before the advent of actual war thers should be considerable troop movement along
the railroads, This movement will be the more evident immediately prier to the war,
By way of example, I might mention that troep transports moved day and night before
the outbreak of the war with Germamy, An infantry diwvision requires approximately
20-21 trocp trains to effect its movement, The troop train ordinarily consists of
between L8 and 60 cars (two and four axled cars),

Preparation for any kind of offsnsive movement can be observed only when direct
preparations for war ave being made, Suck preparations will include literally all

‘Questions such ass reconversion of the industries for war, movement of troops into

the border area, przparation of reserve supplies, calling up men intc the armed forces

’ P p o s '3 ) o v gc ,
etc. However; from the official standpoint mobilization is in effect the instamt the
govermment declares that a stats of war exists with some countrys

Bear in mind that if actual preparations were being made for war, these activities will
be evident to everyone, If the Soviet govermment were making actual preparations for
war —— regardless of on whom ~- i% would be necsssary for her to bring up between 150
and 200 divisions to some partisular border avea, I now ask, wouldn't the presence of
80 many troops in any given avea certainly be noticeable? OFf course.it wills there can
be no doubt about it, When I speak of the movement of such large bodies of troops,

I have in mind the pericd before the very cutset of the ware

In my opinion & war camnct be started with what troops are available at the present
time, Howewer, there iz every possibility of incidents ocouring which might
precipitate a war.

Troops of the Soviet Army are moved wery frequently over the railroads in Austria and,
I think, through Germany, Wbat is the significance of suck moves? First of all, it
depends on the district in which such moves are taking place, If they take place

in the vicinity of the ares of disbributicn of eertain large units in that particular
territory, it means that they are purt of the tactical training exercises of those
forces, If the movement is directly to the westward from the USSR, that is, into
Germany or into Austria, it means that troop concentrations in these countries are
being increased by a considerable amount,

I don't even entertain the idea that those authorities concerned with the question

of ordinary movement of troops by rail, especially within Austria, would have as their
object leading bthe appropriste military officials of the United States, British, and
French Armies -- armies which are likewise located in Germany and Austria - astray as
to thelr intentions.
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On the contrary, experience has shown thab the Russian High Command has always
camouflaged the movement of its troops inscfar as it has been possible. That is

to say, conditions pemi*“tlngg the troops were always moved during the night,
Furthermore, from the i‘ae’l. ¢f the location of their troops in Austrian territory,
we can conclude that t &y can be moved aboubt in various directions, literally, from
the eastern bounds rucke, to the western boundary at Linz (I am referring to
the Urfahr d:\.s’crlcg‘ They Wlll/S‘l? 11 be troops which are being distributed in
Austrian temtory,\ /
How great will this movement be from the standpoint of total troop trains involved?
I have already mentioned that bebween 21 and 22 troop trains are required to move an
entire division., This means that one troop train is required to move each rifle
battalion or artillery battalion. Thus, during the course of the training year each

rifle or artillery batialion will be moved by rail in pursuance cf its tactical

exercises, This very Qi'irue.,tmn was perbtinent to the troops located in Austria.

On the other hand, we mj.st draw entirely diffevent inferences with regard to the
movement of 'broops from the east of Bruck, that is, troops coming in from Hungary.
There were instances in the past,however, wherein troops of the 17th Mechanized
Division (located in Hungary g came ‘to Austria for the purpose of conducting joint
exercises with the forces located in Austria, Such incidents, however, were of rare
oceurrence and took place during the fall only, at the time of the exercises con-
ducted for the inspecting bodies., I have in mind exercises on the scale of the
Central Army Group.

The situation with regard to the mowvement of troops by rail within the boundaries of
the USSR is quite different, There, troops are moved by rail only when they are
moved to the areas where the summer training camps are leecated. Such movements take
place in the early part of May 2ach year; the troops return to winter quarters in
October; afier completing exercises for the inspecting body. It is understood; of
course, that not every area within the USSR lends itself for the carrying out of a

- given military problem, In the winter pericd they occupy their winter quarters and

meke use of the area in that wiziniity, In the summer, they leave for the summer
camps and make use of the localiby sst aside for their needs, The area set aside
for summer training is of 2 permanent nature and is equipped as much as necessary.

| = end =
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